
Chairperson's Report        AGM 2016 

This has been my third stint as Chairman of WCC and what a year it's been! 

I hope you've all enjoyed the Club's 125th anniversary year.  We began in style with a 

wonderful exhibition of members' prints and on-screen images at The Hive. This attracted a 

huge amount of interest and some of this energy was converted into people joining our 

ranks.  Like all publicity and advertising one can never be sure of its effectiveness but there's 

no doubt the exhibition did much to increase awareness of WCC and attract attention.  

We're a self-run organisation and the whole thing wouldn't be possible without the willing 

support of everyone - yes everyone, that's our hard-working and dedicated committee, those 

with non-committee posts, helpers of all descriptions and to each member for contributing 

(even putting seats away), supporting competitions, asking questions of speakers, break-

time tea-makers, posting images on-line to Google+ and being part of the collective 

experience that's WCC. 

In a little more detail and in no special order of preference, except 'lady committee members 

first', I would like to thank: 

Jenny Mann for her straightforward, practical approach and efficiency as Club Secretary.  

Taking minutes at committee meetings and filtering all sorts of enquiries, and mailings to the 

Club. 

Maddy Pennock for organising a brilliant programme of events to celebrate our special 125th 

year.  Maddy sought a range of presentations to stimulate our wide-ranging fascination with 

photography in all its various forms.  Yes, this involved a little 'risk-taking' with presenters as 

we stretched our vision beyond our 'norm'.  We certainly enjoyed variety but one or two 

presenters fell a little below par.  We don't do auditions.  However the programme was a 

resounding success and Maddy can be justly proud of a job superbly done.  It's invidious to 

be selective but some outstanding moments within the programme for me included:  Michael 

O'Sullivan (he could have gone on all night), David Keith-Jones' remarkable African 

photography, the two post graduate photographers, Susan Brown's eloquent prints, Martin's 

retrospective and oh yes, the retrospective that Malcolm and I presented - that was an 

experience!  Also very memorable was John Burrows' review of our Club history and 

archives when we were able to welcome some of our long-standing and now rather elderly 

club members for the evening. 

Janet Stott has taken on the role of Programme Secretary for 2016-2017 and the year's 

events are something to look forward to.  Once again we have a wide range of presentations 

in store. 

Judy Knights was co-opted onto the committee to fulfil the role of External Competitions 

Secretary and she's begun to get organised, encouraging members to support these events. 

Bob Oakley remained a stalwart of the Club, serving as Treasurer where his firm grip and 

sage-like advice has been well respected.  He certainly ensures the Club funds remain firmly 

'in the black'.  It's with considerable sadness that we say farewell to Bob as he and Susan 

move to a new home at Lichfield during the summer months.  We lose two most valuable 

members of our team. 



Eric Williams has been wonderful as Internal Competitions Secretary.  His efficiency and 

meticulous attention to detail is to be applauded. His calm rationale has been very much 

appreciated by everyone. 

Nigel Haywood continued his task as New Members' Secretary.  He greets all visitors, 

prospective members and new members, making each feel welcome and appreciated. 

Henry Tomsett represents our super 'Equipment Team' and regularly reports upon the 

condition and circumstances of everything the Club needs to display prints, project images, 

show AVs and ensure a smooth-running event from the stage-management and technical 

point of view.  The 'Super Technical Team' comprise Alan Yeates, Harry Wilkie and Matthew 

Hodgkisson, frequently supported by Paul Dewdney and other willing volunteers.   The 

Equipment Team were invaluable in conducting research and helping to come to a decision 

when we needed to replace the data projector. Our sincere thanks, we couldn't do it without 

you.   

Henry is also our link with Worcester Twinning Association and not only organises the 

exhibition of members' prints at Le Vesinet but with a willing volunteer he travels there and 

mans the stand! 

Stewart Bourne continued with his role as Photonews Editor and in due course the 

publication, now on-line, will meld with the splendid WCC e-News to become a weekly WCC 

Photonews.  In his capacity of Vice-Chairman, I thank Stewart for stepping into the breach 

on those few occasions when I was unable to attend Club evenings.  It's part of our 'VCTS' 

(Vice Chairman Training Scheme) you understand.  Thank you Stewart. 

I would like to thank everyone in Non-Committee Posts as these roles are essential to the 

smooth running of the Club: 

John Burrows as WCC Archivist for his efficient maintenance of these historical records. 

Organisers of our thriving and wonderfully attractive Special Interest Groups which meet on 

Thursday evenings throughout the whole year.  Digital Group - Martin Addison, AV Group 

Henry Tomsett and Contemporary Group Tessa Mills - and yes, well, I help too.  These 

groups have also responded to and initiated  'project work' including St. Paul's Hostel and St. 

Swithin's Church Projects. 

As part of the warmth of WCC, how we interface with one another and the world at large we 

thank Club members who give their time to publicise the Club and organise our social side.  

Bob Brierley is in frequent contact with the local media and we've received much coverage, 

Susan Oakley supervises our weekly refreshments and Anne Burrows coordinated our super 

Christmas and yet-to-be-experienced Annual Show events. John Hoath and Richard 

Sarginson provide us with the very useful WCC Identity Cards. An essential part of the 

Club's interaction with the outside world is our website, beautifully designed and efficiently 

maintained by Karen Dewson.  Another vital feature of Club life is our wonderful weekly 

WCC e-Newsletter put together with style, verve and enthusiasm by Ruth Bourne.  Many 

people have expressed how grateful they are to Ruth for doing this.  As a presence on the 

website the newsletter also shows the world what we're all about.  Yet another Club-to-

public-interface are our exhibitions, ably co-ordinated by Paul Mann.  Paul has reduced the 

number of exhibitions, concentrating upon those where our work can be best appreciated.  



Thank you for contributing to these. I also thank my wife Gill for her constant support and 

help throughout the year.  

We continue to reach beyond the Club by contributing, photographically, to events at 

Croome Landscape Park.  Pam Turner continues to act as the co-ordinator between WCC 

and Croome. It's also important to thank our 'Mentors' who give their time and knowledge to 

help members with specific queries and  technical needs.  We also thank Darren Leeson for 

organising the very successful outings for 'street photography'.   We mustn't forget the two 

very successful 'Photography Workshops' at Spetchley Gardens and the equally popular 

'Photography Walkabout' at Croome.  Both these events enabled the Club to engage with a 

wider audience.   One time Chairman and hard working committee member, Douglas Gregor 

continues to beaver away.  His current project is revamping and improving the Club 

membership database.  At the close of our financial year our accounts need auditing and we 

thank Anne Burrows for doing this. 

Thanks everyone for your support, we are indeed one big family and an efficient self-run 

organisation. 

During the course of our 125th Anniversary Year we were also most fortunate that the RPS 

showed their 158th International Print Exhibition at The Hive.  Our thanks to Club members 

who helped put the exhibition in and it was brilliant for the Club to be associated with this 

core event at The Hive, which further underscored the diversity of photography. 

There have been some philosophical moments throughout the year, not the least to consider 

our  function.  For instance, a core endeavour at some clubs is to gain awards at external 

competitions and to climb an inter-club league-table.  Does this turn photography into a form 

of sporting activity? Should this be a pursuit?  What about 'art'? Or should we concentrate 

upon self-development to encourage self-expression no matter what trends flutter around the 

circuits of club-level photography? 

I've often said that the job of Chairman or Chairperson is one of the easiest on the 

committee, as with a good team, and we've certainly had one, all one needs to do is 

delegate, organise and keep a finger on the pulse.  And, of course, be there on Club 

evenings to welcome everyone, introduce the speaker and summarise the presentation.  It's 

been great to do this once again and I welcome my successor to the rôle. 

Clive Haynes FRPS, April 2016. 


