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Tuesday’s Programme

Welcome to guest speaker and Can-

on ambassador Danny Green, who is

presenting The Long Journey North.

Danny's AV show will take you on a

journey to remote parts of Europe,

from the Mountain Tops of Scotland

to the Polar Ice caps of Svalbard.

His images have been published

widely, from the RSPB to National

Geographic. See also p6 of last

week’s news.

Hand-in for PDI Comp 2 opens on

Tuesday. All details here. Please try

to get your entries in early.

Remember also to bring  up to 3

mounted prints for the CrownGate

exhibition!

Contemporary Group

The WCC Contemporary Photog-
raphy Group meets as usual on

Thursday, 5th November at
7.30pm at Claines Royal British
Legion, Cornmeadow Lane,
Worcester.
See  article for details.

Contemporary Group - Thursday

It might be bonfire night on Thurs-

day, but the real excitement will be

at the Contemporary Group meeting

- in the warm and dry, complete

with bar for thirsty members. The

work brought for discussion will

provide the sparks of inspiration

from the floor and the bright ideas

and colourful responses will fire our

enthusiasms!!

I add a couple of examples that I

will bring, hoping for feedback from

members. I offer my own thoughts

as follows....

Alone in the City

This gentleman was in Birmingham

city centre walking very slowly and

cautiously. It was Saturday and the

general atmosphere was of young

folk bustling and busy with their

lives. His gaze stayed on the ground

directly in front of him excluding the

possibility of eye contact. His shoes

shone and his clothes appeared

freshly laundered. His trouser length

tore my heart - it spoke to me of a

desperation to keep up appearances,

maybe through charity clothing. His

shopping bag looked light and empty

http://www.dannygreenphotography.com/
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/images/wcc-news/2015-16/09_WCCNews26_Oct2015.pdf
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/images/wcc-news/2015-16/09_WCCNews26_Oct2015.pdf
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/members-area/internal-competitions
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/home/where-we-meet
http://www.worcestershirecameraclub.co.uk/wcc33/index.php/home/where-we-meet


and his hands probably no longer

had the strength to carry a bag filled

with groceries. How did he manage

on a bus ? When was the last time he

had eye contact with anyone ?

I counted my own blessings.

Little Boxes
It is so easy to be categorised by

other people's expectations of us. As

photographers we appreciate the

interest that others show for our

work - as family or friend's or fellow-

image-makers or indeed judges.

Boxes can constrain our creativity,

cloud our abilities, or indeed give us

a structure to grow upon, and a scaf-

fold to climb lifting ourselves above

restrictions.

Clive and I look forward to an inter-

esting mix of images and, as always,

plenty of lively debate and insightful

comments that WCC members bring

with them.

All are welcome - even if it's the

only way of avoiding standing in a

cold field with the bonfire too far

away ('ealf & safety) , whilst we

wistfully remember the long-ago

bonfires in our back-garden, baking

potatoes and chestnuts in the ashes,

great excitement when the Cather-

ine-wheel does actually spin, and

the 2 shilling rocket launches from

its milk bottle. Those were the days!

Tessa and Clive

Contemporary Group (cont)
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After the highly successful photographic tour of America’s South

West, I am interested in doing a similar trip in 2016. This year we visited

21 National/State or Tribal parks, (Monument Valley is one such park), started and

finished in Las Vegas and all came back with some amazing images, regardless of experience.

We visited; Death Valley – Hackberry on Route 66 – Grand Canyon - Monument Valley – Valley of The Gods

- Goosenecks - Mexican Hat - Newspaper Rock – Negro Bills Canyon – Arches Nat Park – Fisher Towers –

Canyonlands – Dead Horse Point – Goblin Valley – Coral Pink Sand Dunes – Zion – Bryce Canyon – Horse

shoe Overlook – Lake Powell – Antelope Canyon – Toadstools – Waves and Swirls.

Don’t take just my word, ask any of those that went on the trip.

We could not do the Waves and Swirls in 2016, but I have many great replacements. October seems to be an

excellent time of year, not too hot or cold with the higher chance of slight rain which brings in the clouds so

beneficial for atmospheric images.

It’s a tough and demanding schedule, but from the thanks I have received well worth every aching limb and

my insistence that we move on to the next photo shoot to enable us to see all that we did.

I will arrange flights, transport and running costs, motels and breakfasts wherever and whenever possible,

there will be times when we leave early and take our breakfast with us. All lunches will be on the move, we

take our own. Dinner will be where ever you wish to go when we have booked in to the accommodation,

unloaded the mini bus, and will be at your own expense, as would be the travel insurance.

I have looked at other photo trips to The USA, a 10-day, 3 or 4 National Park trip on a B & B basis costs £3500+

- £350 per day. I will be doing 21 days at a great deal less per day. Like most workshops, I will be on hand to

offer help and advice if anyone should require it.

I need a party of 6 or 7 to make it viable, if you are interested please see me at the club, phone me or email

me (see below) to enable me to organize a joint meeting to discuss the trip in more detail. The last trip was

a trip of a lifetime, so will this one be,  my reputation is at stake!!!

Tony Gervis FRPS
Tony’s Intrepid Tours

United States of America - October 2016

Valley of the Goblins

 by  Douglas Gregor

mailto:tonygervis@gmail.com


Members’ News & Images

AIRLIFT:25  Max Willcock
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A commemorative photographic exhibition celebrating 25 years of Midlands Air Ambulance Charity
Saving Lives by Saving Time

In February 2016, my first solo photographic exhibition will take place to commemorate 25 years of Midlands

Air Ambulance Charity. AIRLIFT:25 will showcase the outcomes of an Extended Project Qualification I am

currently completing during my final year at college. Twenty-five photographic prints will celebrate the

charity’s 25th anniversary and visually highlight the organisation’s extraordinary work that is not usually seen

by the general public. In addition to celebrating the milestone achievement the purpose is to raise essential

funds and awareness of the lifesaving service as well.

Midlands Air Ambulance Charity is one of the longest established and busiest air ambulance organisations

that serves the largest air ambulance operating region in the United Kingdom. The charity runs three

helicopters serving Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Worcestershire and the West

Midlands. Since 1991 the organisation has responded to more than 42,000 missions averaging 2,000 every

year. Each mission costs £2,500 and £6.5 million is needed every year to keep the air ambulances operational

without any Government or National Lottery funding.

The project began in May 2013 and I started working with Midlands Air Ambulance Charity in June 2015. Since

then I have visited the Strensham airbase in Worcestershire and the Tatenhill airbase in Staffordshire on

numerous occasions and am due to visit the Cosford airbase in Shropshire very soon. Throughout the project

I have been able to witness what happens behind the scenes and understand the essential work of the

lifesaving service that is Midlands Air Ambulance Charity.

The exhibition will take place from Monday 1 February 2016 – Sunday 14 February 2016 at The Hive in

Worcester.



5

Yorkshire Sculpture Park - Dick Sabey

Dick has been out and about

again; here are some of his

Yorkshire Sculpture Park im-

ages which might encourage

you to visit too.

The poppy Wave is on dis-

play until 10th January and

they recommend weekday

visits. You can visit outdoor

sculpture and indoor galler-

ies.

NB 8 & 11 November are

entrance by reservation only.

http://www.ysp.co.uk/whats-on/open-air
http://www.ysp.co.uk/whats-on/open-air
http://www.ysp.co.uk/exhibitions/bill-viola
http://www.ysp.co.uk/exhibitions/bill-viola
http://www.ysp.co.uk/exhibitions/bill-viola
http://www.ysp.co.uk/events/remembrance-sunday-and-armistice-day


Worcestershire Camera Club, like most other clubs in the UK, is a member of the Photographic Alliance of

Great Britain (PAGB) . We have this membership through the Midland Counties Photographic Federation (MCPF).

The PAGB organises a number of national competitions which affiliated clubs are able to enter if they wish.

Traditionally we have entered the annual Inter Club Print & PDI competitions which commence with a

preliminary qualifying round at Braunstone, Leicester. The top two clubs in each region in Prints & Projected

Digital Images (PDIs) go forward to the respective National final rounds which are held in the North West

(prints) and Warwick University (PDIs). Club entering these competitions need a “bank” of up to 40 prints

(mounted 500mm x 400mm) and 40 PDIs that are taken to the competition and available for us to draw from

on the day. The final rounds are between those clubs that came in the top 8 in the finals of the previous year’s

competition plus the top 2 clubs from each region emerging from the qualifying rounds. Even if a club has

not qualified to be in the final rounds members can still attend the final (as observers). With the PDI final

being at Warwick this is well worth attending as it gives an excellent opportunity to see what other clubs are

producing and what is currently in vogue. On one occasion in the past we came 8th in the UK in the PDI

competition.

The annual G.B. Cup is another competition for PAGB affiliated clubs. This has in the past been for PDIs only

but from 2016 will also include prints. There is a separate section for Nature. There are other PAGB

competitions but WCC has not entered them in recent years.

In addition to these “official” competitions there are “friendly” matches that WCC has been involved with for

many years.

Three Counties Battle between Worcestershire, Herefordshire and Gloucestershire takes place annually and

is hosted by each club on a rota basis. This is for both prints and PDIs. This season it will be at Hereford.

Three Way Battle. This is similarly for prints and PDI’s and in the past has been between our club, Vale of

Evesham and Wall Heath (Kingswinford). Unfortunately Wall Heath have had to withdraw from this season’s

battle so for the time being it will be Two Way between us and Evesham. Exploratory discussions with

Evesham are under way with a view to a possible change in the way this event takes place and it is now likely

to take the form of a 2-way exhibition of work rather than a competition.

For all these competitions WCC has a small selection panel to choose which images will form our entry BUT

we have to have good images to choose from.

All the above are for the Club to enter but early each year the MCPF organises an Exhibition where individual

members can enter. This is known as MidPhot. Individual members may enter both Prints (mounted 500mm

x 400mm) and PDIs. with a small fee charged for each print/PDI. This Exhibition attracts very wide support

External Competitions
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http://www.thepagb.org.uk/
http://www.mcpf.co.uk/
http://www.mcpf.co.uk/pagbinterclub.html
http://www.mcpf.co.uk/pagbinterclub.html
http://www.pagbcup.co.uk/
http://www.pagbcup.co.uk/
http://gloucestercameraclub.org.uk/
http://www.h-p-s.org.uk/
http://www.eveshamcameraclub.co.uk/home/index.php
http://www.mcpf.co.uk/midphot.html


from clubs across the Midlands. Members of WCC have also given good support and although it is for

individual members John Burrows has co-ordinated all the entries from WCC members. Which images

members choose to enter is entirely down to them.  The organisers of MidPhot choose which images will be

accepted for display in the exhibition and list these in the printed catalogue which every person who enters

will get.  Some images receive a Highly Commended certificate and others possibly an MCPF Ribbon or even

a Cup to hold for a year and a medal to keep. These images are also shown in the catalogue. Several members

have in recent years had images accepted and also specific awards. John has done an excellent job in raising

interest in MidPhot and this is very much appreciated by your committee.

Sadly we do not have an External Competitions Organiser this season so unless someone comes forward to

take on the role we will only be involved with the Three Counties and the Two Way for which two members

of the committee have offered to help on a temporary basis. John will also co-ordinate our MidPhot entries

this season.

What we need is a volunteer who is competitive and has the “will to win”. It is not an onerous task and

whoever takes on the role would liaise throughout the season with the Internal Competitions Secretary to

identify from our own competitions possible prints or PDIs that could potentially do well in external

competitions as well as teasing out other suitable work that we never see in our own competitions.

I hope someone will offer to take on this role.

Bob Oakley CPAGB.
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A selection of WCC members’

MidPhot acceptances 2014.

Malcolm Haynes

Colin Nash

Bob Oakley

John Burrows

Paul Mann

Brian Eacock

Pam Turner



Dates for the Diary / Out and About

What’s on, exhibitions to go and see, photo-opportunities... Send in your events.

Competitions & Exhibitions

Smethwick International closes on 9th November.

Bebington Salon closes 25th November. Full details here.

Why not have a go?

A reminder of all the TPA exhibitions (large format prints).

5th November Avoncroft No Bangs Bonfire

7th November Worcs Round Table bonfire

night at Pitchcroft.

8th November SVR pays tribute on Remem-

brance Sunday, Kidderminster and

Bridgnorth.

7th November Bonfire at the Fleece Inn.

19th November Commandery Celebrating
Worcester’s Royal Connections - Charles I

Steampunks in Space 28th & 29th November
Lots of photo-opps, a fun day. Scroll down for all the

details. Beam engine running at the neighbouring &

rather glorious Pumping Station on 28th only. The Herr

Döktor (see info on web page) was an obliging model for

me a couple of years ago at the Commandery!

20th November - a reminder of the

Golden Oak event with  storyteller

Cat Weatherill (left) at Bishop’s Wood.

26 Nov to 29 Nov Worcester Victorian

Christmas Fayre.  The opening cere-

mony will take place on Thursday

26th November from 4.30pm until

6.00pm.

Don’t forget to put Max Willcock’s Airlift:25 in the diary

1-14 Feb 2016 at the Hive!

Images by Ruth Bourne LRPS
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http://www.liveandlocal.org.uk/shindig/ShindigEventDetails.cfm?EventID=3934
http://www.smethwickphotographic.com/
http://www.bebingtonps.org.uk/Bebingtonsalon/bebingtonsalon.htm
http://www.bebingtonps.org.uk/Downloads/BSOP%20Entry%20Form%202015-16_booklet.pdf
http://thephotographicangle.co.uk/tpa-exhibition-pdf.php
http://www.avoncroft.org.uk/whats-on/events-programme/
https://www.thebestof.co.uk/local/worcester/events/feature/bonfire-nights-in-worcester
https://www.thebestof.co.uk/local/worcester/events/feature/bonfire-nights-in-worcester
http://www.svr.co.uk/SEItem.aspx?a=54
http://thefleeceinn.co.uk/events/bonfire-night/
http://www.whub.org.uk/cms/museums-worcestershire/the-commandery/activities-and-events.aspx
http://www.spacecentre.co.uk/special-events/steampunks-in-space
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ruthhb/8159005340/in/photolist-dqZ32S
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ruthhb/8159005340/in/photolist-dqZ32S
http://www.spacecentre.co.uk/special-events/steampunks-in-space
http://www.liveandlocal.org.uk/shindig/ShindigEventDetails.cfm?EventID=3934


Retrospective on the Retrospective…

John Burrows had some sport with his Sigma 8-16mm last week and sent these pictures along with his

congratulations to the Haynes brothers on a “really good evening”.

Martin Addison also says: Super evening on Tuesday, it was wonderful to see all the 'golden oldies' again, plus

some newer work. We are very lucky to have such talented photographers in the club.

Hear, hear!
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Around the Web

PAGB news 148 is now out.

Clive showed images of Oradour-sur-Glane last week: here’s more information on the history and images (in

English) and the official site (French - English version doesn’t yet seem to work)

Some great National Geographic entries to enjoy.  Find these and lots more in the Flipboard WCC magazine.

Learning and Community Engagement Officer Katy Wade has been in touch with Clive to say:-

As part of a new project which is exploring the history of Great Malvern, I am looking for photographers to

help us build up a portfolio of images for publicity and promotion we can use. It’s a very casual role, and I am

hoping for people with a creative eye to be able to take pictures which showcase some of Malvern’s history

in an interesting way!

The full brief is on the next page. For more information or to apply, please contact the Learning and

Community Engagement Officer Katy Wade (katy.wade@malvernhills.gov.uk or 07779 456448).

Volunteer Photographers Wanted - Malvern Hills

http://www.pagbnews.co.uk/newsletter/issue-148
http://www.oradour.info/
http://www.oradour.org/en
http://www.mymodernmet.com/profiles/blogs/2015-national-geographic-photo-contest-update
https://flipboard.com/@ruthbourne2015/wcc-autumn-2015-p6sc83rly
http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/route-to-the-hills


Photographer Volunteer Brief
Purpose of Role
We are looking for several volunteers to capture and edit a series of high quality photographs which will be used as part of Great
Malvern: Route to the Hills’ publicity and documentation.

Project Background
Route to the Hills is a Heritage Lottery Funded project which will create a walking route through Great Malvern, starting at the railway
and ending at Rose Bank Gardens. The project will encourage visitors and residents alike to explore more of the town, informing them
about Great Malvern’s outstanding natural, built and cultural heritage and providing new learning opportunities for schools and
communities. A variety of activities and events will run alongside the creation of the route, encouraging as many people as possible to
enjoy Great Malvern and what it has to offer. The project is run by a partnership of local organisations and officially started in April
2015. It will end April 2018.

Main Duties
We will recruit a small pool of volunteers we can contact when an event needs covering, or when there is a particular theme or
photograph we require for our portfolio. As part of this volunteers will be expected to:

●  Provide availability when asked if they can photograph events/activities
●  Take high quality photographs which are eye catching and represent the project
●  Capture any set photographs requested, or work to a brief
●  Use initiative to capture and submit relevant photographs on your own accord
●  Ensure that all people photographed  sign/get a guardian to sign the relevant consent form
●  Mark any pictures of people who have not provided consent as ‘Not for reproduction’
●  To undertake basic editing/compression of photographs if required
●  To submit all photographs and relevant paperwork to the nominated member of staff
●  Acknowledge that Route to the Hills owns copyright to the photographs, though volunteer photographers will be

 fully credited for any work we use

Skills/Knowledge Required
●  An interest in photography  and knowledge on how to operate a camera
●  A knowledge of how basic camera functions work (e.g. flash & macro)
●  The ability to be sensitive to your environment and ‘blend in’
●  Excellent people skills and the ability to work with people of all ages
●  An eye for what will make interesting and engaging photographs
●  A flexible, reliable and punctual attitude towards performing tasks
●  The ability to travel independently, whether by foot or by car
●  The ability to operate a digital camera and smartphone, and ideally own either of these items

Support
●  A full induction
●  Regular supervisions with the volunteer supervisor
● Advice and guidance on taking good photographs for marketing (if required)

Benefits
●  Build a portfolio of professional work
●  Be part of a team celebrating the heritage of the town
●  Meet and work with new people
●  Make a vital contribution to the project
●  Help support your local community

Commitment
Hours and days are extremely flexible and on an ‘attend when needed basis’ throughout the project’s delivery.
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